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 ~~~  NATIONAL AND STATE HISTORIC SITE  ~~~ 

PRESIDENT'S NOTES 
 
 Welcome to your 2014 Sidney Gallery and Museums! We 
have  some wonderful plans for the coming year so check with 
our website often or call the Gallery. One of our volunteers will 
be happy to answer any questions. Also, take a look at our list 
of Board members, we have some new faces!  
 Note our fund raising goal below and consider donating to 
our new Log Cabin roof. It is an important fix for the 100 year 
old cabin. A big thank you to our most recent anonymous do-
nor!  
Sally Shuster 

  

New Name For Art Scholarship 
 

The SMAA Board of Directors recently named our annual 
student scholarship fund after one of our long time dedicat-
ed volunteers, Toni Nelson.  In recognition of her many 
years of teaching watercolor and her support of the associ-
ation the fund will be named the OLGA 'TONI' NELSON 
STUDENT ART SCHOLARSHIP.  A luncheon held in her 
honor helped raise money for the scholarship to be pre-
sented this spring.  The luncheon was well attended and a 
total surprise to Toni.  Her children were in attendance to 
help celebrate this honor with her.  Over the many years 
Toni has held her classes in her studio, she constantly en-
deavors to excite budding artists into the world of watercol-
or painting.  Marti Green generously donated a framed print 
of our Sidney gallery building 
for a raffle to raise more money 
for the scholarship fund.  The 
lunch was catered by Home 
Made Cafe.  Suanne Martin 
Smith and her crew served 
sandwiches, salads and des-
serts that everyone en-
joyed.  The scholarship is given 
to a graduating South Kitsap 
area student to support their endeavor in the world of 
art.  This fund is supported by donations, raffles and fund 
raisers.  The Heritage Quilt raffle is used to fund this schol-
arship.  If you want to be a part of this project please see 
our art class schedule for information about this quilt. 

Important Dates to Remember!  
 

Artist Receptions:  
 
Friday January 10,  4-7 pm.  Winners Circle 
 
Sunday, February 9, 1-4 pm.  Toni Nelson student  
 Show 
 
Sunday,  March 9,  1-4 pm.  Student Art Show 
 
 
South Kitsap Artists Association meet on the  
 4th Monday evenings of the month at the Gallery 
 For information call Roy Carr at 360-876-5336 

 
$11,000 
 
$10,000 
 
$9,000 
 
$8,000 
 
$7,000 
 
$6,000 
 
$5,000 

 
$4,000 

 
$3,000 

The bids for replacing the roof on the Log Cabin are now 
averaging around $10,000. Our total is now $6556 due to 
an anonymous recent generous donation. 
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~SIDNEY GALLERY PRESENTS~ 

Happy New Year!  The Sidney Art Gallery is 
pleased to present the following art shows. 
January - Winners' Circle - The first place winners 
of the 2013 Helen Norris Open Art Show starts the 
year off with the best of the best.  Patrice Bruzas 
won in two categories: mixed media and watercol-
or.  She will display her artistic versatility with wa-
tercolor and Sumi -E.  Marti Green won in the 
acrylic/oil media and will have some of her new art 
she has been working on.  John Relaford won for 
his photography and is ready with some new pho-
to work to display.  The drawing category was won 
by William Walcott.  He is a master in fine detail 
and you will wonder if he really drew that piece of 
art or is it a photograph.  Come see these wonder-
ful artists and artwork at their reception, January 
10, Friday from 4 pm to 7 pm.  This show is open 
the month of January and closes February 1. 

March - Student Art Show - The students of John 
Sedgwick Jr HS, Marcus Whitman Jr HS as well as 
South Kitsap HS and the Discovery Alternative 
School have been invited to display their talents at 
this annual show.  We have usually featured the stu-
dents art work in January every year; however, a bet-
ter fit for the schools was March, Youth Art 
Month.  This is one of our most popular shows and 
you will not want to miss seeing the students' talents 
displayed on all our walls.  We are very proud to host 
this annual show and wish to encourage the South 
Kitsap youth in the wonderful world of art.  This 
show opens March 4 and closes March 30 with the 
reception on March 9, Sunday from 1 pm to 4 pm. 

February - Olga "Toni" Nelson's Art Students -  
Toni continues to hold two classes in her studio 
with about 24 students almost year round.  She 
has been teaching watercolor classes for many 
years and is inspiring many students into the art 
world.  Her students will be showing their talents 
as this show opens February 4 and closes March 
1.  You can meet these budding artists at their re-
ception on February 9, Sunday from 1 pm to 4 pm. 
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                                          Letters to Anna 
                                      By Mary Peterson                                                                                          

                                                                                                        
                                                                        December, 1913 
Dear Anna, 
 We're  just about ready for Christmas.  The children 
have spent many hours gathered around the piano practic-
ing Christmas carols with the exception of Teddy who ig-
nores my pleas to join in while he stares off into the sun-
set, pretending he's riding his toy horse into the hills to 
catch bandits. 
  Lewis and his cousin Albert have decided they will take 
over the kitchen this Christmas and prove to the ladies that 
they are capable of ñwomens' workò.  If I get asked one 
more ridiculous question, such as; ñwhere are the pans?ò I 
will scream.   How long does one have to live in a home 
before they know where a pan is? 
 Right now Grandmother Orchard is upstairs taking a 
few minutes to curl her hair at the  machine she bought 
from a local beauty shop.  Lewis refers to the 
ñmonstrosityò as a colossal waste of his mother's egg 
money but I secretly think it's a wonderful addition to the 
household.  Unfortunately the smell of burning hair some-
times permeates even the rooms downstairs but Mother 
Orchard and I have taken to opening the upstairs windows 
before we start even if we have to wrap a blanket around 
our shoulders while the curlers do their work. 
 We've received a rather odd letter from the third and as 
yet never met Grumble brother; the one I mentioned that 
seems to cause a great deal of agitation between his two 
older brothers.   It was addressed to us at ñthe log cabin on 
Sydneyò and in it he asks us not to share its contents with 
his brothers.  I cannot imagine what the trouble is between 
the three but when a proposed visit starts out with secrecy 
and deception I cannot but wonder if we will regret extend-
ing him the hand of friendship especially when his own two 
brothers will not!  All we know about him is that his name 
is Enoch and he will arrive some time in June.  He promis-
es that he will advise his brothers of his visit and pleads to 
us that if we can share a space in our home for a ñshort 
timeò he will be forever grateful. Lewis says it would be 
discourteous to turn him away,  (just when did my husband 
become an apostle of gracious living?) Mother Orchard 
says we are ñsurely biting off more than we can chewò and 
I am left in the middle wondering if we are making a mis-
take and yet terribly curious about the whole affair. I prom-
ise I will write to you if I learn more.   
 May you and your family have a safe and happy Christ-
mas. 
  
 Love to you  all, 
          Amelia 
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New members ð Welcome! 
 

Pam & Mike Ellis            Juanita Figueroa         

Paula Walker                    Marlene Rayl               

 

Gallery Information 
 

202 Sidney, Port Orchard, WA 
360-876-3693 

info@sidneymuseumandarts.com 
 

 ~Hours~  
Tuesday ïSaturday  10 am to 4 pm 

Sunday  1 to 4 pm 
 

www.sidneymuseumandarts.com 
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From the Museums 
 

By Mary Peterson 
 

 Pictures with Santa Claus is over for the year and as always I'm 
left with memories that make me smile. 
  On the first day when Santa arrived there were a dozen cars 
filled with children lined up at the curb.  As Santa stepped toward 
the door of the Log Cabin, car doors opened and little ones started 
pouring out.  Santa  turned and shouted, ñHello kids!ò   I was re-
minded of the phrase 'a choir of angels'  as he was greeted with  a 
perfectly synchronized chorus of ñHello Santa!ò On the third day  I 
greeted a two-year-old that must have thought I looked like his 
grandma.  He  climbed into my arms, snuggled his head under my 
chin, wrapped his little arms around me and seemed to be content 
to stay that way until his mother finally convinced him it was time to 
go.  Christmas presents don't get any better than that. 
  Volunteers greeted everyone with  big smiles as they ushered 
the children, moms, dads and extended families into corners, up-
stairs and into the kitchen while they waited their turn to visit with 
Santa.  Every family thanked us and wished us a happy holiday 
season as they left the cabin promising to see us again next year. A 
special thank you is extended to our wonderful Santas and our won-
derful volunteers who gave up a full day or two at the busiest time of 
year to help make the holidays special for so many people. Our 
youngest elf, Scarlett Zimmardi is a returning volunteer who spent 
two full days greeting, ushering and most important,  figuring out the 
mysteries of at least a hundred different makes of camera so she 
could take pictures of entire families once the little ones had shared 
their lists with Santa Claus. As always, the cleaning, decorating, 
preparation and hours spent  at the Log Cabin in this busy time of 
year becomes totally worth the effort with the first child that walks 
through the door.   
 I sincerely extend my wishes to all of you for a safe and happy 
holiday season. 

Wish List  
 

Stampsðwe use quite a few for our various mailings -   
any contribution is welcome!  

 
Donations for office supplies 

Raffle Winner Drawn at Tea!  
 
Tea, Savories, Sweets, Gifts, and best of all,,,,51 of our Friends 
squeezed into the Gallery for our annual Christmas Tea.  Fund Rais-
ers like this one are a pleasure to organize as it encompasses so 
much Good Will within our community.  The SMAA Board and fellow 
SMAA members work hard in preparation for the Tea; from the ticket 

design, ticket sales, hand 
sewn Christmas tree nap-
kins, food prep, clean up 
and let us not forget our 
faithful MEN tea serv-
ers.  Again this year the 
Fathoms Royal Court came 
in all their regalia to serve 
the food.  A highlight of the 
afternoon was our raffle 
drawing.  Marti Green do-
nated a framed print of the 

Sidney Gallery building for a raffle to help raise money toward the 
OLGA 'TONI' NELSON SCHOLAR-
SHIP FUND.  Anne Pickens was 
the surprised winner of this picture 
and was in attendance at the 
tea.  Congratulations to Anne and 
thank you to Marti Green for mak-
ing this generous donation. 
 Remember us in the Spring and 

again at Christmas---TEA, TEA, 

TEA. 


