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We're heading into the second quarter with a lot of events
and programs planned, some new and some traditional. Our Board
of Directors spent four hours last Saturday at a retreat designed to
help our Association work with greater efficiency and purpose. The
time spent was worthwhile and challenging and will certainly help
us plan our future while using the past to guide us. A special thank
you to the Heritage Four Square Church for making their facility
available to us.
Set aside June 21 and 22 for a visit to the Gallery and Log
Cabin in conjunction with the annual garden tour. We'll be one of
the stops on the tour and to keep with the theme we'll offer lots of
plants and plant related items for sale (including beautiful floral
scarves by Gigi Wexler) as well as provide a rest stop with tea and
goodies and a package checking service. Our featured artist will be
Linda Spearman. She was responsible for the beautiful poster
commemorating last year's tour and we look forward to displaying
her outstanding art. We'll stay open a little later on both days so
tour patrons will have time to come back to the Gallery to pick up
treasures purchased from vendors and the Gallery.
You'll soon be noticing flower-packed boxes hanging from
the railings outside the front of our Gallery. We have Sonnie Selbig
to thank for volunteering her husband's carpentry skills. The boxes
are finished and will soon be installed. Thank you both.
In July we'll feature a juried quilt show and sale and hope to
draw quilted items from the ever increasing and talented fabric
artists in our community. We're looking for donations for prizes
and a yard of fabric from each of our members. Old fabric, new
fabric, colorful fabric, even if you can't stand to look at it, someone
will love it. Fabric can be dropped off at the Gallery.
In response to requests from the community we're in the
planning stages of art classes to be offered at the gallery, both for
children and adults. If you're interested in either taking a class or
(Continued on page 4)

Spring Cleaning
The Sidney Museum and Art Gallery
will get a good cleaning on Monday,
April 21, 2003.
If you can help, please show up at the
museum between 10 am and 4 p.m., and
work for as long as you like. Cleaning
supplies and a light lunch will be
provided.
Please call Pam Heinrich for more
information: 360/876-3881
Please note: We hope you enjoy and share this
newsletter with your friends, and have included
a membership form on the back page, if they are
interested in joining the SMAA.
The form is not intended as a reminder that
your membership is overdue.
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Letters to Anna
It's the early 1920s and the Orchard family,
living at 416 Sidney Avenue in the little red log
cabin have come through the winter without
mishap and are all looking forward to spring.
Emelia writes to her friend Anna in Troy, New
York.
Dear Anna,
I've just come inside after spending the past
two hours grubbing in the garden. A stranger
wouldn't be able to discern a difference but
my knees and hands certainly tell the story.
It's too early to do any real planting but
the sweet peas are in and I'm sure the slugs
will arrive within minutes of the first green
shoots. I've just about given up on roses. The
deer have sampled all the bushes and any
pruning that needed to be done I've left to
them. One wonders, with the hundreds and
hundreds of native plants growing in the
woods, why my roses are their favorite. The
bright purple grape-hyacinths are up as are the
violets. Daffodils and forsythia are stretching
their petals skyward and light up like tiny
beacons whenever the sun breaks through the
rain-sodden clouds.
As I'm sure you can tell, the call of spring
is churning through my body just as surely as
it is coursing through the veins of long
dormant plants. Storms, gathering damp
wood and knitting warm sweaters now take
second place to the chores brought on by the
gentler side of Mother Nature and each year I
welcome this phase of her unpredictable
disposition with open arms.
The family is well. No flu or pneumonia
this winter, nor broken bones or injury more
serious than stubbed toes, scraped knees and
wounded dignity ( as I'll explain later).
Mother Lewis is doing well, just as ornery
and opinionated as ever and is becoming more
and more involved in the Women's
Temperance Union which touts a philosophy
not shared by her son.
(Continued on page 3)

Our annual Pie Social to be held on Sunday, June 29th,
will not only serve the best home made pie available but
feature a used book sale too!
It seems we all have books that we no longer use but can't
bear to throw out. This is your opportunity to recycle them.
We'll be collecting books at the Gallery during the last week of
June. A great book and a great piece of pie. It doesn't get any
better than that!

Historic Homes Map in Progress
After cataloging over 140 homes in the area (bounded by
Kitsap Street to the North, Cline to the West, Seattle to the
East, and Division Street to the South) an approximate “Top
10” were selected. These will be featured on a map for a
self-guided walking tour of the historic homes in the
downtown Port Orchard area.
The map will also feature landmarks such as the Port
Orchard City Hall, the Sidney Gallery and the Log Cabin
Museum.
We are awaiting a review from an architect (who used to
live in one of these houses), and will be researching historic
information. Then we hope to start the drawing and designing
of the map. Please contact Fred Chang if you can help, at
ferrycommuter@yahoo.com or 360/649-0150.
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THANK YOU! THANK YOU!
THANK YOU!
by Elaine Gilbert
Thank you so much to all the volunteers
who so faithfully attend the gallery each month.
Our volunteers are Glory Berglund, Roy Carr,
Lovelyn Voorhees, Mary Peterson, Jean
Chynoweth, Pat Crowley, Nick and Elissa
Whittleton, Jean Grimaud, Grace Shildmyer,
Sharon Hamilton, Jean Schmitz, Maxine Spillinger,
Virginia Collins, Vivian Ecklund, Louise Cothary,
Toni Nelson, Pam Heinrich, Marsha Watt, Jeanne
Crider, Jeff and Jan Mitchell, Ramona Childers,
Lynn Little and Gigi Wexler. We added a new
volunteer in March, Kathy Daniels. Thanks again
to all these special people.
If you are looking for something to do and
would like to volunteer, we are in need of a
volunteer for the first Friday of the month. The
summer months are coming and we often need
people to fill in for vacations or illnesses. If you are
interested in helping out please call Gallery
Manager Debbie Danielson (Tuesdays) at 8763693 or Volunteer Coordinator Elaine Gilbert at
871-2105.

Message from the Editor
Almost ran out of space for this issue, but fortunately,
some items were not ready. We are working on the
following for the next issue(s):
•
•
•
•

Introducing all the board members.
An update on membership.
Spotlight on the committees, what they do, and
how you can participate in the SMAA.
The Walking Tour map.

Please feel free to contact with me with suggestions,
stories or ideas that you’d like to see in the next issue.
Fred Chang
360/649-0150
ferrycommuter@yahoo.com
The deadline for the next issue is June 12th.

Letter to Anna, continued
She and Teddy are glaring at each other this
morning still seething over yesterday's "squirrel
incident," but hopefully that won't last longer than it
takes Mother Lewis to start her next batch of cookies.
As we finished dinner and the children were clearing
the table last night, Lewis went outside, leaving the
kitchen door open a crack.
A fat gray squirrel dashed into the kitchen,
taking up residence under the stove which was still
warm from the afternoon's bread baking. With a
speed that belied her age Mother Lewis leapt from
her chair, grabbed the broom and dropped to her
knees yelling, "Not in my kitchen!" as she poked
around angrily under the stove trying to dislodge the
unwanted guest.
Teddy, sure that she was going to hurt the
squirrel also fell to the floor yelling "No, grandma,
Leave him alone!" While Mother Lewis furiously
swung the broom back and forth under the stove
Teddy climbed onto her back trying to grab the
broom handle or her arm or anything in his attempt
to save what was now his "pet." Lewis came back
into the kitchen and stared at the two of them in
amazement. Charles and Emily and I were laughing
too hard to be of much use and I simply said
"squirrel" as I pointed under the stove.
Lewis grabbed his mother by the backside,
attempting to pull her away from the stove,
dislodging Teddy at the same time. Mother Lewis,
shouting something about getting the rifle from it's
place over the kitchen door, sent Teddy into even
more hysterics as he was sure she was going to start
blasting away at the poor creature right there in the
kitchen.
I pulled Teddy into my arms as Lewis pulled his
mother to her feet. She was, as you might imagine,
completely disheveled and by now out of breath and
more than a little embarrassed.
Teddy, calmed, told his father that "Grandma
was going to hurt that squirrel and he didn't do
anything to her." Mother Lewis glared at Teddy,
commenting that "squirrels should be in cooking
pots where they belong and marched ram-rod
straight, upstairs to her room. Poor Lewis. He'd
(Continued on page 4)
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RUTH FRINK
Recently a unique individual passed away, and she
will surely be missed. Ruth Frink was a member of the
SMAA for over twenty years. A past board member,
she volunteered with Marcia Watt every fourth
Saturday at the gallery.
A straightforward kind of person with a quirky
sense of humor, Ruth once told my husband to do
something while we were visiting the Gallery and
Marcia turned to her and said “You can’t order him to
do that, he doesn’t work here!.”
Ruth responded with “Of Course I can, I just did!”
We all had a good laugh. What she wanted done, got
done.
Once again I want to thank Ruth and all our
volunteers. You brought the serious side of the life and
the funny side of life, but most important, we got to
share in life.
-Deb Danielson

Message from the President
(Continued from page 1)

offering please call the Gallery for details.
You can see that we're busy enhancing and
expanding our programs. We'd love to include you and
draw from your ideas and experience. If you're
interested please call me. We're all apart of this
community and together we can make it thrive.

Thank You!
A special thanks to SHIRLEY PARENT who
donated a slide projector and several carousels. Virgil is
very happy and is working on a new program.
Wish List Item: a 70 x 70 projection screen.
One of the ways the SMAA is able to remain solvent
is through the donations — large and small — of its
members. Because of the their generosity, the SMAA is
able to run on a small supplies budget. If you can spare
or acquire any of the following, please bring them to the
SMAA when it is open. (Tuesday - Saturday from 11 to
4. Sundays from 1 to 4.)
Among the items always needed are:
• Paper Towels, Paper Plates, and Toilet Tissue.
• Copy/printer paper
• Avery Labels 5160 (White address labels 1”x 2 5/8”)
• HP Laserjet 1100 Toner Cartridge: C4092A

Letter to Anna, continued
(Continued from page 4)

stepped out of the kitchen leaving us sitting around
the table in a lovely family tableau and returned
two minutes later to see armed battle between his
mother and his youngest son.
The squirrel? It skittered out the door when
Mother Lewis went upstairs, surely never to return.
Anna, you must think we've become complete
barbarians living in our cabin in the woods!
But we do have a gentler side. As we draw
nearer to June, Emily becomes more and more
excited about graduating from the eighth grade at
Central School. Imagine, she's grown up enough to
be worried over the length of a graduation dress!
With hemlines and fabric prices climbing at an
equal and alarming rate Mother Lewis has her work
cut out for her in trying to fashion a dress whose
hem Emily wants astonishingly closer to the knee
than to the ankle.
Plans for the new South Kitsap- Union High
School are in the works and it will be wonderful to
have a local school for the children to attend when
they leave the eighth grade instead of going to
Seattle.
Besides graduation, Emily-and her friends are
caught up-in the marriage of their favorite
dreamboat, Douglas Fairbanks, to Mary Pickford.
Will I ever get used to my children growing up?
Lewis and Charles are looking forward to the
coming baseball season. They study the strategy of
last year' s games and pour over the statistics of the
major leagues in the newspaper. Although Lewis
swears its true, I just can't believe him when he tells
me that some player named George Herman Ruth
was traded to the New York Yankees for
$125,000.00. Surely he must be mistaken.
The world is changing, Anna, and I guess we
have to change with it. Especially if we have
children.
I look forward to hearing from you soon. If you
have any fashion news from New York be sure to
include it in your next letter. The children aren't
the only ones interested in the future!
Love,
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SCENE AT THE LOG CABIN
by Louise Ness
I found an interesting article
on volunteering and how it can
add years to your life, plus make
it more rewarding.
The Log Cabin museum is
always in need of volunteers.
Again this year, as last year, we
Virginia Minor and
Louise Ness prepare
would like to be able to see the
a mannequin for a
cabin open every Saturday and
new scene.
Sunday beginning in May.
Starting this month, we will be working Mondays to prepare
for a new scene. We will be concentrating on a school scene with
the Graduation theme.
In the past, we have not always contacted people who
volunteered to help. Please forgive us and give another call. You
can call the Gallery at 876-3693 or Louise Ness at 871-2237. I
am out a lot, so please leave a message, and I will contact you.
Thank you!

2003 Dates to Remember
April 10

7 p.m. - Board
Meeting (all are welcome
to attend)

April 13

1-4 - Reception for Ken
Van der Dos.

May 8

7 p.m. - Board
Meeting

May 11

1-4 - Reception for the
annual Helen Norris
Open Art Show
Competition.

June 8

1-4 p.m. - Reception for
Linda Spearman.

June 12

7 p.m. - Board
Meeting

June 21&22

Garden Tour including
the Log Cabin and
Gallery.

June 29

Annual Pie Social and
Book Sale

July 10

7 p.m. - Board
Meeting

July 13

1-4 - Reception for “Art
of the Quilter”

Note:
Receptions are held at the Sidney
Gallery.
Board meetings are held at the Events
Place at 703 Prospect (around the corner
from the Gallery)
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Contact the SMAA:
Mary Peterson, President
Virginia Minor, Vice President
Virginia Collins, Secretary
Glory Berglund, Treasurer

360/769-9551
360/871-1293
360/871-4717
360/871-0048

Deborah Danielson, Gallery Manager
(Tuesdays only)
360/876-3693
Fred Chang, newsletter editor
360/649-0150

Complete and return with payment to: Sidney Museum and Arts Association, 202 Sidney Street, Port Orchard, WA 98366

CATEGORIES OF MEMBERSHIP
New
Renewal

Individual
Family *
Sustaining

$20
$30
$50

Patron
Benefactor
Student

$100
$1000
$1 (nonvoting)

Name

Phone

Address

Amount Enclosed

City

State

Area of interest:
Sidney Art Gallery
May we call you about volunteering?

Museums

Zip

*Family memberships include parents and their children under the age of 18

Sidney
Museum
Association
202 Sidney Avenue

and

Arts
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